
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 89-014

ORDER SETTING ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL LIABILITY

SOUTH BAYSIDE SYSTEM AUTHORITY
REDWOOD CITY, SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board), finds, pursuant to
California Water Code section 13323, that:

1. South Bayside System Authority (SBSA) operates a wastewater
interceptor and a sewage treatment plant serving the cities
of Redwood City, San Carlos, and Belmont and the West Bay
Sanitary District (WBSD). There are four major pump stations
tributary to SBSA's interceptor, the WBSD Pump Station, the
Redwood City Pump station, the San Carlos Pump Station and
the Belmont Pump station.

2. A lOa-foot section of the forcemain leading out of the
Redwood City pump station experienced leaks in 1986 and 1987.
SBSA decided to replace this lOa-foot section with new
reinforced concrete pipe. Because this forcemain section is
the only means of transporting wastewater from WBSD and
Redwood City to the treatment plant, the replacement work
could only be done while flow was stored in the collection
system or at off-line storage sites. SBSA determined the
maximum storage time to be six hours during the low flow
period from 11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. The first night of work
began on schedule at 11:00 p.m. on November 18, 1987. During
the night, SBSA experienced delays at several steps that
delayed subsequent steps. While the project schedule allowed
about two hours for unexpected delays, the combination of all
the delays extended the work past 7:30 a.m., utilizing all of
the available storage capacity in the collection systems. The
construction crane failed at this time. When the crane failed
at 7:30 a.m., SBSA still have the following work to complete
in order to make the forcemain operable: install a four foot
long temporary transition spool to connect the old forcemain
with the newly installed pipes, install a riser spool, remove
the plug, and close off the riser spool. With storage
capacity in the collection system all used up, SBSA decided
to divert raw sewage from the construction site to a nearby
storm channel which leads to Redwood Creek in order to
prevent raw sewage from flooding private residences and
pUblic streets. A total of about 12.5 million gallons of
untreated wastewater was bypassed from the SBSA system to
Redwood Creek and westpoint Slough from approximately 7:30
a.m. until 11:00 p.m. on November 19, 1987. It is estimated
that 2.1 million gallons were bypassed to westpoint Slough at
the foot of Marsh Road and that 10.4 million gallons were
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